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(57) ABSTRACT

A multi-leaf collimator with electromagnetically actuated
leaves. The multi-leaf collimator includes a plurality of
leaves, a leaf guide configured to support the plurality of
leaves, and a plurality of magnets. Each leaf includes a
blocking portion that is radio opaque, a drive portion con-
nected to the blocking portion, and a coil embedded in the
drive portion. The coil is operatively connected to an elec-
trical current source to generate a first magnetic field. The
first magnetic field interacts with the magnetic field gener-
ated by the magnet to thereby move the leave to a desired
state. The leaves have the capability of moving at speeds of
50 cm/s up to and higher than 1 m/s.
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1
ELECTROMAGNETICALLY ACTUATED
MULTI-LEAF COLLIMATOR

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a non-provisional of and claims pri-
ority to U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/769,549, filed
on Feb. 26, 2013. The contents of Application No. 61/769,
549 are incorporated herein by reference. All publications
and patent applications mentioned in this specification are
herein incorporated by reference to the same extent as if
each individual publication or patent application was spe-
cifically and individually indicated to be incorporated by
reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to radiation
therapy. In various respects, the invention is directed to a
highly responsive multileaf collimator, and method of use to
provide radiation therapy utilizing beam shaping, intensity
modulation and combinations thereof including simultane-
ous beam shaping and intensity modulation of therapeutic
beams.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Intensity modulated radiotherapy (commonly referred to
as IMRT) is a generic term for a number of radiotherapy
techniques that, essentially, vary the beam intensity that is
directed at the patient. That variation can be spatial, tem-
poral, or both.

In radiation therapy the terms dose, fluence and intensity
are sometimes used interchangeably and confusingly. For
the purposes of this description and this application these
terms are used as follows. Fluence is the number of photons
or x-rays that crosses a unit of area perpendicular to a
radiation beam. Fluence rate is the fluence per unit time.
Intensity is the energy that crosses a unit area per unit time.
Fluence and intensity are independent of what occurs in a
patient, and more specifically are not dose. Dose is the
amount of energy absorbed by tissue by virtue of radiation
impacting the tissue. Radiation dose is measured in units of
gray (Gy), where each Gy corresponds to a fixed amount of
energy absorbed in a unit mass of tissue (e.g., 1 joule/kg).
Dose is not the same as fluence, but increases/decreases as
fluence increases/decreases.

In radiation therapy delivery, the beam aperture is com-
monly set by a multi-leaf collimator (MLC). One such
method of using the ML.C is to create one or more patterns
that shape the radiation. A single shape that matches a target
is commonly referred to as a conformal delivery. For more
complicated dose distributions IMRT can be utilized. In
IMRT, rather than having the MLC shape the incident
radiation to match a certain outline, the MLC is instead used
to create an array of beam shapes that create a desired
intensity modulation and desired 3D dose distribution.

FIG. 1 illustrates an isometric view of a conventional
shaping-MLC 31 (such as those used on Varian radiation
therapy systems) passing a beam to a target in a patient. Two
banks 33, of opposing leaves, where each leaf 37 may be
positioned continuously across the radiation field. The two
banks of leaves are positioned so as to collimate the beam 30
in the desired shape. Each leaf 37 typically may travel
beyond the midpoint of the collimator in order to provide
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2

flexibility when achieving the desired collimation. The con-
figuration illustrates fully open (41), partially open (43) and
closed (45) leaf states.

In an example of radiation therapy, each gantry angle has
one beam associated with that particular gantry angle, which
beam 30 is then collimated into multiple shapes by an ML.C.
Treatment beam 30 passes through the shaped aperture 47
formed by the leaves 37. The resulting collimated beam
continues onto a target 14 within the patient 38. FIG. 1 also
illustrates how the treatment beam may be visualized or
conceptualized as many different beamlets 49. Leaves 37 of
conventional shaping-MLC 31 are moved into various posi-
tions to achieve desired shapes or apertures for specified
periods of time to achieve fluence map 51 for that particular
beam. Modulation of the conceptualized beamlets occurs by
sequentially and monotonically moving the leaves into
desired positions to achieve desired shapes or appertures
such that the time a conceptualized beamlet is exposed
controls the intensity of that beamlet. Monotonic, as used in
this application and related to radiation therapy, means an
ordered sequence of apertures where the sequence is dictated
by a continuum from one aperture to a subsequent aperture
or where individual leaves increment in one direction during
a given series of apertures. In other words, a sequence of
apertures would be dictated by mechanical limitations of the
MLC, not so much by what may achieve the more optimal
treatment delivery; a sequence would go from aperture 1,
then 2 then 3 and so on, and not from 1 to 3 then to 5 then
back to 2. Rather than use a single conformal shape, the
MLC delivers a sequence of shapes. The net amount of
radiation received at any given gantry position is based upon
the extent to which the different shapes permit the passage
or blockage of radiation. As seen in FIG. 1, the shape of
MLC 31 shown does not directly correspond to the beamlet
intensities of the fluence map 51. As will be appreciated, the
depicted fluence map shows the accumulation of intensities
for multiple shapes the ML.C has taken for that particular
gantry angle. A common limitation of the conventional
shaping MLC is that the leaves defining the shapes move
relatively slowly. Using large numbers of shapes, or shapes
that require large leaf motions, can result in longer patient
treatments. Likewise, the speed of the leaves can limit the
ability of conventional shaping-MLC’s to deliver time-
sensitive treatments, such as utilizing synchronized motion
of delivery components (e.g., gantry, couch, x-ray energy
etc.).

A conventional binary MLC 61 is shown in FIG. 2. The
binary MLC 61 has a plurality of leaves 63 arranged in two
banks 65, 67. Each bank of leaves is used to form a treatment
slice by positioning the leaf in a closed position or open
position with respect to the beam. As shown in FIG. 2, the
leaves may work in concert to be both open (A), both closed
(B) or where only one leaf is open/closed (C).

Binary MLCs are used in TomoTherapy’s Hi-Art® radia-
tion therapy system and the North American Scientific
treatment system. In the conventional binary-MLC treat-
ment system the patient is moved past the rotating radiation
source to deliver a helical treatment to the patient using the
dual bank binary collimator. Alternatively, the patient is
indexed for treatment of another subsequent two slices by
the dual bank binary collimator, as is done by the North
American Scientific system. Leaves of the dual bank binary
collimator move with sufficient speed such that leaf
sequencing or positioning will not be significantly influ-
enced by any previous or future positions (open or closed for
a binary collimator) of any individual leaf. Stated another
way, leaf speed is sufficient such that the mechanics of the
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MLC do not unduly influence the determination of leaf
position at any given time for the delivery of a radiation
therapy treatment or fraction. Thus, and in contrast to the
conventional shaping-MILC, each leaf defines a beamlet that
does not require conceptualization by the planning software,
i.e., the amount of time a leaf is open directly controls the
intensity for that beamlet.

For both conventional ML.Cs (shaping and binary), each
beamlet has a fluence and all the fluences combined form a
fluence map for the beam. The fluence maps for each gantry
angle or for all the beams are combined and optimized into
the treatment plan. The example of the conventional shaping
MLC has been provided to illustrate the underlying concepts
of volumetric intensity modulation using the shaping ML.C
and that of the binary MLC to illustrate the underlying
concepts of direct intensity modulation at discrete gantry
angles. More complicated treatment plans and delivery can
include gantry motion, couch motion, varying gantry speed,
varying MU, etc. in order to provide more sophisticated and
theoretically better dose conformation in less time per
fraction. It is the treatment plan, via delivery software, that
governs the operation of the treatment delivery device. The
physical capabilities of the delivery system (gantry, linear
accelerator, MLC, couch, etc.) limits or constrains the treat-
ment planning software in the type of plan it can create and
optimize for delivery by the delivery system.

Treatment planning systems and software (collectively
referred to as planning system) are not the focus of this
application, but, and as will be appreciated, are integral for
treating a patient with radiation. Radiation therapy treat-
ments are governed by a treatment plan, typically generated
by a physician or physicist (alone or collectively a “plan-
ner”) using the planning system. The planner will typically
use a diagnostic 3D image (typically CT, although combi-
nations of any PET, CT, MR maybe used) and define or
contour the target structure and any nearby critical structures
or organs at risk (OAR). The planner then determines the
amounts of radiation for delivery to the target structure and
the amount of radiation that will be allowed to the OAR. The
treatment planning software, using inverse planning and the
physical capabilities of the delivery device will generate a
treatment plan. The planner then evaluates the plan to
determine if it meets the clinical objectives, and if so will
approve the plan for delivery to the patient. Delivery of the
plan occurs in multiple treatment sessions or fractions.

Conventional MLLCs and the treatment paradigms result-
ing from them have provided steadily advancing and more
sophisticated conformal radiation therapy treatments. How-
ever, there remains a need for more advanced shaping and
modulation of the therapeutic beams, thereby enabling treat-
ment planning software to develop and enable delivery of
even more sophisticated plans. As seen by the above sum-
mary of radiation therapy techniques, one key component
for delivery of radiation therapy is the collimator. While
multi-leaf collimators exist, the speed and control of an
individual leaf or group of leaves is insufficient to achieve
more advanced simultaneous shaping and modulating beam
patterns. What is needed are improved multileaf collimator
designs, responsive enough to meet the speed and position
control requirements of more advanced radiation treatment
plans, thereby enabling new treatment paradigms.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention provide a multi leaf
collimator (ML.C). These embodiments have a plurality of
leaves having a length of travel. Each leaf has a proximal
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end, a distal end, a radio opaque distal blocking portion
having a length [ and width W, a proximal drive portion
having a length L' and width W', one or more conductive
coils fixed to the proximal drive portion and operatively
connected to an electrical current source, where electrical
current passing through the conductive coils generates a first
magnetic field. The MLC of these embodiments also have a
leaf guide with a plurality of channels arranged approxi-
mately parallel and adjacent to each other where at least a
portion of each of the plurality of leaves is slidingly arranged
into each of said channels, and a plurality of stationary
magnets positioned adjacent to the proximal drive portion,
where each stationary magnet has a second magnetic field
configured to operate in conjunction with the first magnetic
field from the coils to exert a force on the proximal drive
portion. In some embodiments the MLC will have dual
opposing banks of leaves, and other embodiments will have
the stationary magnets on either side of the drive portion.

Embodiments of the present invention also include meth-
ods for collimating a therapeutic radiation beam with a multi
leaf collimator (MLC). These embodiments may include
determining a desired state for one or more leaves of the
MLC, where the one or more leaves are moved using an
electromagnetic drive system, if the one or more leaves are
not in the desired state, then a magnetic field is modified to
result in a force on the one or more leaves causing them to
move, and lastly the leaves are stopped at the desired state
or position. If the leaves are not in the desired state further
embodiments apply a current to electromagnetic coils resid-
ing within a driving portion of the leaves to generate a first
magnetic field, where the first magnetic field operates in
conjunction with a second magnetic field from stationary
magnets on either side of the driving portion, which results
in a force on said driving portion causing the leaves to move.

In one embodiment, the invention provides a multi leaf
collimator (MLC) comprising a plurality of leaves, a leaf
guide configured to support the plurality of leaves, and a
plurality of stationary magnets. The plurality of leaves have
a length of travel, wherein each leaf comprises a blocking
portion having a length L. and a width W and being radio
opaque, a drive portion having a length L' and a width W',
the drive portion connected to the blocking portion, and a
conductive coil operatively connected to an electrical cur-
rent source, wherein the conductive coil is fixed to the drive
portion along at least a portion of length L', and wherein
electrical current passing through the conductive coil gen-
erates a first magnetic field. Each of the stationary magnets
is positioned adjacent to the drive portion of at least one leaf,
wherein each stationary magnet has a second magnetic field
configured to operate in conjunction with the first magnetic
field to exert a force on the drive portion.

In another embodiment, the invention provides a system
for collimating a therapeutic radiation beam. The system
comprises a multi leaf collimator (MLC), a leaf guide
configured to support the plurality of leaves, a plurality of
stationary magnets, and a driver component. The MLC
comprises a plurality of leaves having a length of travel,
wherein each leaf comprises a blocking portion having a
length L and a width W and being radio opaque, a drive
portion having a length ' and a width W', the drive portion
connected to the blocking portion, and a conductive coil
operatively connected to an electrical current source,
wherein the coil is fixed to the drive portion along at least a
portion of the length L', and wherein electrical current
passing through the coil generates a first magnetic field.
Each of the stationary magnets is positioned adjacent to the
drive portion of at least one leaf, wherein each stationary
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magnet has a second magnetic field configured to operate in
conjunction with the first magnetic field to exert a force on
the drive portion. The driver component directs electrical
current to the coil, thereby causing movement of the plu-
rality of leaves to desired states.

In a further embodiment, the invention provides a multi
leaf collimator (MLLC) comprising a plurality of leaves
having a length of travel, wherein each leaf comprises a
blocking portion having a length [ and a width W, wherein
the blocking portion is radio opaque; and a drive portion
having a length L' and a width W', the drive portion
connected to the blocking portion; and wherein at least one
of the leaves is capable of moving at a speed of at least 50
cm/s.

In a further embodiment, the invention provides a multi
leaf collimator (MLC) comprising a plurality of leaves, a
leaf guide configured to support the plurality of leaves, and
a plurality of conductive coils. The plurality of leaves have
a length of travel, wherein each leaf comprises a blocking
portion having a length [. and a width W and being radio
opaque, a drive portion having a length L' and a width W',
the drive portion connected to the blocking portion, and a
permanent magnet positioned in the drive portion. At least
one coil is positioned between adjacent leaves and con-
nected to an electrical current source to generate a first
magnetic field when current passes through the at least one
coil that interacts with a second magnetic field generated by
the magnet to exert a force on the drive portion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The novel features of the invention are set forth with
particularity in the claims that follow. A better understanding
of the features and advantages of the present invention will
be obtained by reference to the following detailed descrip-
tion that sets forth illustrative embodiments, in which the
principles of the invention are utilized, and the accompany-
ing drawings of which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a conventional shaping MLC being used
to provide a representative dose to a target in a patient.

FIG. 2 is a bottom up view of a conventional binary MLC.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a discrete binary multi-leaf
collimator that can be used in the radiation therapy treatment
system illustrated in FIG. 3.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an exemplary computer
control scheme.

FIGS. 5A-5D illustrate the movement of a representative
leaf in open, closed and partially open states as a result of
operation as part of a discrete binary multi-leaf collimator.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart of a fluence and leaf control scheme
for discrete binary multi-leaf collimator.

FIG. 7 is an isometric view of an exemplary highly
responsive MLC.

FIG. 8 is an isometric end view of one end of a magnetic
drive module of the MLC of FIG. 7.

FIG. 9 is a close up an enlarged perspective view of the
first leaf bank in the magnet guide module with a portion of
the flex circuit and reader removed.

FIG. 10 is an end on view of the magnet guide module
with a cover removed to show the arrangement of the
stationary magnets between leaves.

FIG. 11 is a top down view of the inner leaf guides and
opening of FIG. 7.

FIG. 12 is a perspective view of an exemplary straight leaf
guide.
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FIGS. 13A and 13B illustrate an end on view of the guide
in FIG. 11 showing an end on view of the blocking portion
of leaves within their respective guide channels.

FIG. 14 is a perspective view of an exemplary curved leaf
guide.

FIG. 15 is a diagram of an exemplary control system for
an exemplary leaf in an electromagnetically controlled
highly responsive multi-leaf collimator.

FIG. 16 is a side view of an exemplary leaf.

FIG. 17 is a perspective view of an exemplary leaf pair as
positioned within an exemplary MLC.

FIG. 18 is a cross-sectional view of coil windings in an
exemplary leaf FIG. 19 illustrates an exemplary leaf
arrangement for a discrete binary MLC.

FIG. 20 illustrates an exemplary method for positioning a
leaf using an electromagnetically controlled discrete binary
MLC.

FIGS. 21A, 21B and 21C illustrate representative drive
current schemes for various leaf positioning scenarios used
in an electromagnetically actuated multi-leaf collimator.

FIG. 22 is an isometric view of a leaf power drive as
shown in FIG. 7.

FIGS. 23A and 23B illustrate a perspective view of a
gantry based radiation therapy treatment system and robotic
based radiation therapy system, respectively. FIG. 23B illus-
trates a radiation therapy system where the radiation source
and collimation device is mounted on a robotic arm.

FIG. 24 is a schematic illustration of the radiation therapy
treatment system in FIGS. 23A and 23B.

FIG. 25 is a schematic diagram of a software program
used in the radiation therapy treatment system of FIGS. 23A
and 23B.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Before any embodiments of the invention are explained in
detail, it is to be understood that the invention is not limited
in its application to the details of construction and the
arrangement of components set forth in the following
description or illustrated in the following drawings. The
invention is capable of other embodiments and of being
practiced or of being carried out in various ways. Also, it is
to be understood that the phraseology and terminology used
herein is for the purpose of description and should not be
regarded as limiting. The use of “including,” “comprising,”
or “having” and variations thereof herein is meant to encom-
pass the items listed thereafter and equivalents thereof as
well as additional items. Unless specified or limited other-
wise, the terms “mounted,” “connected,” “supported,” and
“coupled” and variations thereof are used broadly and
encompass both direct and indirect mountings, connections,
supports, and couplings. Further, “connected” and
“coupled” are not restricted to physical or mechanical con-
nections or couplings.

Although directional references, such as upper, lower,
downward, upward, rearward, bottom, front, rear, etc., may
be made herein in describing the drawings, these references
are made relative to the drawings (as normally viewed) for
convenience. These directions are not intended to be taken
literally or limit the present invention in any form. In
addition, terms such as “first,” “second,” and “third” are
used herein for purposes of description and are not intended
to indicate or imply relative importance or significance.

In addition, it should be understood that embodiments of
the invention include both hardware, software, and elec-
tronic components or modules that, for purposes of discus-
sion, may be illustrated and described as if the majority of



US 9,443,633 B2

7

the components were implemented solely in hardware.
However, one of ordinary skill in the art, and based on a
reading of this detailed description, would recognize that, in
at least one embodiment, the electronic based aspects of the
invention may be implemented in software. As such, it
should be noted that a plurality of hardware and software
based devices, as well as a plurality of different structural
components may be utilized to implement the invention.
Furthermore, and as described in subsequent paragraphs, the
specific mechanical configurations illustrated in the draw-
ings are intended to exemplify embodiments of the invention
and that other alternative mechanical configurations are
possible.

In one embodiment of the present invention, and illus-
trated in FIG. 3, a radiation modulation device 34 can
comprise an electromagnetically actuated MLLC 62, which
includes a plurality of leaves 66 operable to move from
position to position, to provide intensity modulation. [.eaves
66 can move to any position between a minimally and
maximally-open position, and with sufficient speed such that
leaf sequencing or positioning will not be significantly
influenced by any previous or future positions (open or
closed for binary collimator) of any individual leaf Stated
another way, leaf speed is sufficient such that the mechanics
of the MLLC do not unduly influence the determination of
leaf position at any given time for the delivery of a radiation
therapy treatment or fraction. Each leaf 66 is independently
controlled by an actuator (not shown, but more fully
described below), such as a motor, or magnetic drive in order
that leaves 66 are controllably moved from fully open, fully
closed or to any position between open and closed as
described in greater detail below. The actuators can be
suitably controlled by computer 74 and/or a controller.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an exemplary control
computer within a radiation modulation system. In this
particular embodiment, the control computer would receive
a treatment plan and would control delivery of the plan. As
will be appreciated, many different configurations can be
used to accomplish this purpose, and this is but one example.
Radiation modulation system 200 includes control computer
210, beam source 230, multileaf collimator (MLC) 240,
gantry 250, and patient support 260. Control computer 210
includes processor 212, memory 214, modulator engine 216,
leaf position engine 218, user interface 220, gantry engine
222, and patient support engine 224. In some embodiments,
a control computer may be implemented with several pro-
cessors, separate computing devices, and otherwise be dis-
tributed.

Processor 212 may load and execute programs stored in
memory 214. The programs stored on memory 214 may be
executed to perform the functionality described herein,
including, gantry control, jaw control, patient support con-
trol and other functionality involved in administering a
treatment plan.

Modulator engine 216 may control all or a portion of the
leaf motion and jaw motion, in order to deliver radiation to
a patient in accordance with the treatment plan, may process
information regarding the position of a leaf and generate a
signal to transmit to a driver to move the leaf to a desired
position, or control other components in order to ensure a
proper delivery of a treatment plan to a patient. To ensure the
desired dose is delivered, modulator engine 216 receives
gantry position, leaf position and patient support position
information from the gantry engine, leaf position engine and
patient support engine, respectively. The modulator engine
216 may use the position information and control the
required intensity modulation for the necessary dosage for a
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particular set of treatment parameters (e.g., gantry position
and/or speed, leaf position, and patient support position
and/or speed), in accordance with the treatment plan. The
modulator engine provides control sequences for movement
of an individual leaf or group of leaves to form a desired
aperture or to modulate a beamlet of a shape in accordance
with the treatment plan. In addition or alternatively, one or
more jaws may also be opened, closed or repositioned in
support of beam shaping, intensity modulation or combina-
tions thereof. In another aspect, the modulator engine pro-
vides discrete position information for an individual leaf, a
group of leaves, and one or more jaws to maintain, or move
independently these components to rapidly create a desired
beam shape or collimation, enabling treatments with com-
bined volumetric and direct intensity modulation. The leaf
positioning movements and jaw positioning movements
may be performed according to desired settings within the
treatment plan that correspond to a particular gantry position
or speed, patient position or speed or other specific factors
for an individual patient’s therapy. Modulator engine 216
may be implemented as software stored in memory 214 and
executable by processor 212 or a circuit or logic external to
processor 212.

Leaf position engine 218 may control and monitor the
movement and position of one or more leaves within mag-
netically actuated ML.C 240. Leaf position engine 218 may
be implemented as logic, a circuit, or software that is stored
in memory 214 and loaded and executed by processor 212.

User interface 220 may provide text, graphical content,
and other content to be provided through an output mecha-
nism for a user. In some embodiments, user interface 220
provides an interactive graphical interface that provides a
user with the current status of the radiation modulation
system, treatment status and progress, and other informa-
tion. Gantry engine 222 may control and monitor the posi-
tion of gantry 250. The gantry position may be provided to
modulator engine 216, processor 212 and other portions of
control computer 210. Gantry engine 222 may be imple-
mented as logic, a circuit, or software that is stored in
memory 214 and loaded and executed by processor 212.

Beam source 230 may provide a therapeutic radiation
beam used to treat a patient. The beam may be a photon
beam generated from a linear accelerator or other particle
beam (e.g., proton beam) known in the art to provide
treatment to a patient.

Magnetically actuated ML.C 240 includes leaves 242 and
may be controlled by control computer 210 to adjust leaf
position and provide leaf motion. Additional details of leaf
position control and actuation are described below. Gantry
250 moves about the patient during treatment. The position
of gantry 250 may be controlled and monitored by gantry
engine 222 of control computer 210. The position of the
patient support 260 (and the patient thereon) may be con-
trolled and monitored by the patient support engine 224.

Magnetically actuated MLCs in accordance with embodi-
ments of the present invention, unlike conventional MLCs
of the past (shaping and binary), enable more control for
modulating radiation intensity across a beam field for deliv-
ering radiation during discrete gantry positions, during gan-
try rotation/movement, couch motion, target motion or any
combination thereof. Embodiments of the present invention
permit moving leaves of a collimator along the continuum of
positions between open and closed, such as in conventional
shaping MLCs and with a sufficient speed such that leaf
sequencing or positioning will not be significantly influ-
enced by any previous or future positions (open or closed for
binary collimator) of any individual leaf. Stated another
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way, leaf speed is sufficient such that the mechanics of the
MLC do not unduly influence the determination of leaf
position at any given time for the delivery of a radiation
therapy treatment or fraction. This capability enables the
ability to modify or change apertures non-monotonically,
thereby enabling new paradigms of treatment heretofore not
enabled by conventional MLCs. As described above, con-
ventional radiation therapy machines have used multileaf
collimators with relatively slow moving leaves to shape a
beam to specific desired shapes, and in this manner create a
volumetric intensity modulation.

FIGS. 5A-5D show a leaf in a magnetically actuated
collimator, in accordance with embodiments of the present
invention, where the leaf is in a fully open (state 1, FIG. 5A)
or fully closed position (state 4, FIG. 5D). FIGS. 5B and 5C
show a leaf in a magnetically actuated collimator, in accor-
dance with embodiments of the present invention, where the
leaf in state 3 (FIG. 5C) permitting 20% radiation transmis-
sion (i.e., 20% open position) and the leaf in state 2 (FIG.
5B) permitting 70% transmission or is in a 70% open
position. Again, a highly responsive leaf of the discrete-
shape binary MLC is one that can achieve a desired position
along the continuum of fully opened and fully closed at
sufficient speeds such that the mechanics of the MLLC do not
unduly influence the determination of leaf position at any
given time for the delivery of a radiation therapy treatment
or fraction.

Referring to FIGS. 5A-5D, the leaf can move to any
position in maximum amounts of -y and +y from a starting
position of x, at sufficient speeds such that the mechanics of
the MLC do not unduly influence the determination of leaf
position at any given time for the delivery of a radiation
therapy treatment or fraction, which may otherwise be
referred to herein as the ability of the leaf or leaves to snap
from one position or state to another. The limits of conven-
tional shaping ML.Cs that contribute to the size of +y, —y are
leaves driven by rotational motors or leaf screws which limit
the speed at which the leaves can be moved. The ability of
the discrete-shape binary collimator, in accordance with
embodiments of the present invention, to snap from one state
to another, in addition to the amount of time the collimator
remains in one state versus another enables an increased
ability to modulate radiation intensity over the course of a
treatment fraction.

The proposed MLC systems and methods described
herein are able to leverage many of the benefits of each type
of intensity modulation, volumetric and direct intensity
modulation. Because of the high speeds of the leaves, this
technology has the “snap-action” benefit of a binary MLC.
Moreover, since individual leaves can be precisely con-
trolled, and can quickly move-to and stop-at intermediate
locations, each leaf can be used to create sub-beamlets or
multiple intensity levels. This can be applied to a single-row
style construction where each leaf covers one set of beam-
lets, or an opposing dual bank leaf configuration can be built
where beamlets are defined by two or more leaves. Thus, this
configuration has the volume intensity modulation aspects
of traditional ML.C’s, but with the ability to directly intensity
modulate beamlets as with binary collimators. In effect, each
leaf can be quickly sent to any of a number of magnetically
actuateds, at sufficient speeds such that the mechanics of the
MLC do not unduly influence the determination of leaf
position at any given time for the delivery of a radiation
therapy treatment or fraction. Thus, arbitrary 2D patterns
can be created very quickly. The resulting MLLC can have the
speed and simplicity benefits of a binary ML.C, but with the
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flexibility and 2D beam shaping of a conventional shaping
MLC hence the name magnetically actuated MLC.

FIG. 6 illustrates exemplary method 500 for delivering
radiation therapy utilizing a magnetically actuated MLC, in
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention. It
is to be understood that method 500 begins following initial
patient set up (e.g., registering an on-line image (optionally
utilizing MVCT) with a planning image, and adjusting the
patient support, if needed, to properly align the patient for
radiation delivery). Fluence map(s) are determined or gen-
erated according to the plan (step 510), the sum of which
make up a treatment fraction. Radiation delivery for a
treatment fraction is initiated by receipt of or access to a
treatment plan for a patient. Initiating radiation delivery may
include determining and setting the initial position of the
gantry, the initial leaf position in the multi-leaf collimator,
the initial jaws position for primary and secondary collima-
tion (respectively) of the beam, and other initial actions
known to those having skill in the art. It will be appreciated
by the skilled artisan that this method may be used for other
platforms for delivery of radiation therapy, such as a linear
accelerator mounted on a six degree of freedom robot (See
FIG. 23B for example).

In this embodiment the fluence map from the treatment
plan determines the collimation sequence, e.g., leaf position
and time the leaf is in such position (step 520). The fluence
map dictates a series of leaf states necessary to achieve the
intensity profile of the fluence map. Thereafter, appropriate
control signals are sent by the control computer to leaf
actuators to move the leaves in accordance with the treat-
ment plan, i.e., to the desired leaf positions for the desired
time to achieve the fluence map. A leaf driver receives the
control signals and imparts the commanded leaf movement
in accordance with the planned fluence map for that beam,
and this process is repeated for each leaf or group of leaves
as needed to achieve the fluence map for that beam or gantry
angle. The treatment fraction comprises delivery of multiple
beams at multiple gantry angles, such that the sum of the
delivered fluence maps make up the treatment fraction. It is
to be appreciated that other treatment system components
may be varied (e.g., dynamic gantry motion, couch motion,
variable or servo linac output, etc.) in addition to the
apertures of the magnetically actuated MLC. This descrip-
tion isolates the MLC in order to focus the discussion, and
not by way of limiting the invention to any one use or aspect
of the inventive MLC.

At step 520, it is determined if the state of the collimator
(i.e., beam or aperture shape) corresponds to or needs to be
changed at any particular point within the delivery of a
fluence map. This determination, as will be appreciated by
the skilled artisan, will be driven by the treatment plan and
will be implemented via leaf positioning accomplished as
described herein. The position of each leaf is determined and
then compared to the position from that collimator state
(step 530). If a leaf is not in position, a drive signal is
provided (step 535) until the desired position is reached. If
the leaf is in the desired position (answer to step 530 is
‘YES’) then next at step 540 determines if the leaf is in the
correct position for the correct or desired duration. If the leaf
has not been positioned for the desired duration, then do not
drive the leaf or alternatively send a hold signal to a leaf
actuator (step 545). If the leaf has been in position for the
desired duration, then the system may move that leaf to
another position according to the fluence map or treatment
plan. At step 550, the system looks at the next leaf to
determine whether it is in position and for the desired
duration (according to steps 530-545). After all leaves for a
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desired collimator state have been completed (answer to step
550 is ‘NO’) next adjust leaves accordingly to achieve
another state (answer to step 555 is “YES’). If there is not
another state (answer to step 555 is ‘NO’), then delivery of
the fluence map or this portion of the treatment plan is
completed. If there is another fluence map to deliver at the
next gantry angle (answer to step 560 is “YES’) the method
returns to step 510 to evaluate/adjust leaf positions accord-
ingly to the steps of method 500. If there is not another
treatment fluence map (answer to step 560 is ‘NO’) then the
treatment/fraction ends (step 565).

Over the course of a treatment fraction, a leaf driver
receives control signals at various points throughout the
treatment plan to set the leaves of a collimator at the
appropriate state for the appropriate amounts of time. It is
the treatment plan that, in one form or another, controls the
leaf driver and the various states of the collimator. The
treatment plan, as described and as will be appreciated by
the skilled artisan, will have been developed to take advan-
tage of the ability of the magnetically actuated collimator, in
accordance with embodiments of the present invention, to
snap from one state to an alternate state in order to deliver
a better modulated intensity distribution than if the plan was
made for conventional ML.Cs (either binary or shaping
MLCs). The treatment plan, as will be appreciated by the
skilled artisan, can utilize the snap movements of the col-
limator as well as delivering during rotation of the gantry
and movement of the patient support to achieve increased
abilities to modulate the intensity of the delivery. After
providing control signals to change the state of the discrete-
shape binary MLC or if no state change is required, the
method loops back for the next point in the delivery of the
treatment plan. The process of determining the position of
each leaf in an MLC is described serially. It is to be
appreciated that the steps of the method 500 may be con-
ducted serially or in parallel for one or more leaves or where
groups of leaves are moved together.

The capabilities of techniques with conventional shaping
MLCs using a monotonic sequence of shapes is more often
a function of limitations of the conventional ML.C’s respon-
siveness or leaf speed than to the requirements of an
optimized treatment plan. In contrast, leaf, and beamlet
control in magnetically actuated MLC embodiments
described herein may follow sequential or monotonic move-
ments when called for by the treatment plan, but are not so
limited. Individual leaf, leaf pair or beamlet control is
controlled to a degree that movements are not limited to
monotonic shapes, but rather responsive to the next desired
state, and not dependent upon where in the continuum the
next desired state may be located. In other words, at any
moment in time the MLC controller may position a leaf to
any position at sufficient speeds such that the mechanics of
the MLC do not unduly influence the determination of leaf
position at any given time for the delivery of a radiation
therapy treatment or fraction. This contrasts to conventional
MLC control schemes and MLC designs where the desired
states are sequential or monotonic by necessity because of
slower leaf speed.

FIG. 7 is an isometric view of an exemplary magnetically
actuated MLC having dual leaf banks, one on either side of
the area 302 into which radiation is directed for collimation.
In this specific embodiment, the leaves are driven by elec-
tromagnetic action. The leaves are supported by a pair of leaf
guide modules 300 (one for each leaf bank) driven by
components of an electromagnetic drive system in a pair of
electromagnetic drive modules 400, one on each side of the
collimator for each bank of leaves. The present invention
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can be applied to a single bank collimator, but a dual bank
is a preferred embodiment. A two part support frame 97A,
97B (FIG. 8) runs along the length of the magnetically
actuated MLC and is attached to each of the leaf guide
modules 300 and electromagnetic drive modules 400 to
support each of the components and insure proper alignment
of each to the other. Additional details of magnetically
actuated MLC 240 will become apparent in the figures that
follow. Details of the electromagnetic drive module 400 are
provided with reference to FIGS. 8-10 and 15-18. Details of
the leaf guide modules 300 are provided with reference to
FIGS. 12-14. Additional details of an exemplary leaf power
system are provided with reference to FIGS. 21A-21C and
22.

FIG. 8 is an isometric end view of one end of electro-
magnetic drive module 400 of magnetically actuated MLC
240 of FIG. 7. This view of the magnetic drive module 400
shows upper and lower openings 415, 425 in end plate 403
for one leaf bank of the preferred dual bank MLC of the
present invention. In this view, distal ends 346 of drive
portion 341 of leaves 340 protrude from the upper and lower
openings 415, 425. Stationary magnets 392 are on either side
of drive portion 341 of leaf 340, and serve as part of the leaf
power system for moving the leaves, as discussed more
thoroughly below. Also shown is upper leaf encoder 330
interacting with upper encoder reader 360 and upper flex
circuit 460 (lower leaf encoder, lower encoder reader and
lower flex circuit not shown). Referring to FIGS. 16-17,
width W of drive portion 341 is smaller than width W' of
blocking portion 342 to facilitate packing a plurality of
leaves 340 adjacent to each other while having stationary
magnets 392 (FIG. 10) on either side of drive portion 341 for
each leaf. Referring to FIG. 10, stationary magnets 392 on
either side of drive portion 341 (which protrude from upper
opening 415) are horizontally offset by approximately the
thickness of one leaf from the stationary magnets 392 on
either side of drive portion 341 (FIG. 9). The geometry and
placement of leaves 340 in this embodiment facilitates
efficient packing of leaves 340 adjacent to each other with
magnets 392 on either side of drive portion 341. The skilled
artisan will appreciate that other geometries are available to
pack the leaves adjacent to one another and remain within
the scope of the present invention. Embodiments of the
design and operation of the leaf and encoder is discussed in
more detail below with regard to FIGS. 15-18 and 20.

FIG. 9 is an enlarged view of distal ends 346 of drive
portion 341 of leaves 340 protruding from upper opening
415 of the electromagnetic drive module 400 of FIG. 8, also
showing a portion of the flex circuit 460 and encoder reader
360. The plurality of leaf drive portions 341 are shown in
section view. Additional details of the components of a leaf
340 including drive portion 341 are shown and described
more fully below in FIGS. 15-18 and 20. The view of FIG.
9 illustrates the arrangement of the leaf drive section upper
and lower portions 341A, 341B alongside stationary mag-
nets 392. The lateral thickness of sections 341A, 341B are
used to maintain the leaf coil 350/windings 348 in the
desired relationship to magnets 392, as discussed more
thoroughly below. Alternatively, the skilled artisan will
appreciate that the coils can be in the place of the permanent
magnets and remain stationary relative to the leaf, and the
permanent magnets may be on board and move with the leaf.

FIG. 11 is a top down view of the central portion 302 of
the magnetically actuated ML.C 240 of FIG. 7 showing inner
leaf guides 301, aperture 1050 and 14 leaf pairs (1010-1039)
in various positions between leaf guide inner supports 301.
While 14 leaf pairs are shown more or fewer leaf pairs may
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be provided according to the design requirements of a
particular system. In one preferred embodiment, there are 64
leaf pairs, in another embodiment there are 96 leaf pairs and
in still another embodiment there are 32 leaf pairs. As will
be apparent, radiation is collimated through this section 302
of the collimator.

In FIG. 11, each leaf is positioned in a particular position
to define a particular aperture or shape 1050 through which
radiation may pass, also referred to herein as a state. Leaf
pairs 1010 and 1011 through 1038 and 1039 are controlled
using the control schemes and drivers described herein to
enable simultaneous volume and intensity modulation. In
alternative aspects one or more controllable jaws are used to
provide primary collimation of the beam, defined by the
inner edges 301/ and the frames 97A, 97B (i.e., the jaws will
block the open space between support frame B and leaf pair
1010/1011 and between support frame A and leaf pair
1038/1039). Additionally or alternatively, the one or more
pairs of jaws may be adjusted to reduce the size of the
primary collimated beam to smaller than the frame size.

FIG. 12 is a perspective view of an exemplary leaf guide
module 300 of a magnetically actuated MLC 240. The leaf
guide module 300 has opening 321 sized to receive a
plurality of leaves 340. The size of opening 321 varies based
on the number of leaves used in a particular ML.C design. A
plurality of guide channels 322 is provided on the upper and
lower surfaces of the guide about the opening. As best seen
in FIGS. 13A and 13B, a portion of the leaf 340 is adapted
for sliding arrangement into the plurality of guide channels
322. In this embodiment, primarily blocking portion 342 sits
within guide channel 322, though driving portion 341 may
also occupy some or all of the length of guide channel 322
as a leaf is moved into and out of a desired position. FIG.
13A is an end on view of leaf guide module 300 in FIG. 12
showing an end on view of the blocking portion 342 of seven
leaves 340 within their respective guide channels 322. In a
preferred embodiment, the leaves 340 will have a tongue and
groove construction (FIG. 13B) to prevent leakage between
adjacent leaves, as shown by reference number 341. There
are edge portions 342a, 3425 of the leaf blocking portion
342 adapted and configured for sliding within the guide
channels 322.

FIG. 14 is a perspective view of an exemplary curved leaf
guide module 300. In this embodiment of leaf guide module
300, opening 321 has an arched shape in contrast to the
substantially vertical alignment of the leaf guide embodi-
ment of FIG. 12. A plurality of leaf guide channels 322 is
provided in the leaf guide on the upper and lower portions
about opening 321.

FIG. 15 is a diagram of an exemplary control system 401
for a magnetically actuated MLC 240. In this specific
magnetically actuated MLLC embodiment, the leaf driver is
an electromagnetic drive system 320. This figure presents an
exemplary leaf 340 of an electromagnetic multileaf colli-
mator 200. Control system 401 may include control com-
puter 210, driver 320, leaf position encoder 330 and leaf
340. Preferably, additional encoder 360 may also be used to
provide two forms of positional feedback, depending upon
the specific encoder or positioning system configuration.
Leaf 340 has a driving portion 341 and a blocking portion
342. Blocking portion 342 is shaped, adapted and configured
for blocking the therapeutic beam, made of radio opaque
material, preferably tungsten or tungsten alloy and is about
20-70 mm wide. Leaf driving portion 341, attached to
blocking portion 342, provides structural support for block-
ing portion 342 as well as windings or coil 350 and any
additional components needed or desired. As noted previ-
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ously and shown in FIGS. 15-16, width W of blocking
portion 342 is larger than width W' of driving portion to
facilitate efficient packing of the leaves in the MLC.

There is a leaf position encoder 330 on driving portion
341. The placement of encoder 330 on driving portion 341
will vary depending on specific leaf design considerations.
The number and type of additional components needed to be
attached will vary depending upon the specific design of a
magnetically actuated MLC. In this specific embodiment,
leaf driving portion 341 includes components used for an
electromagnetic driver (e.g., coils). The size, number and
orientation of coils 350 will vary depending upon other
factors such as the size, placement and the strength of
stationary magnets 392 used in the embodiment of the
magnetically actuated MLC, the dimensions available for
the components and other factors. As presently envisioned,
the number of coils 350 may vary, but the number of coils
350 exposed to electromagnetic drive module 400 and
stationary magnets 392 remain approximately constant in
order to apply a uniform force to driving portion 341.
Alternatively, the skilled artisan will appreciate that the coils
can be in the place of the permanent magnets and remain
stationary relative to the leaf, and the permanent magnets
may be on board and move with the leaf.

It is to be appreciated that individual leaf 340 in a
magnetically actuated MLC configuration may be modified
depending upon the requirements of electromagnetic driver
320. In this exemplary embodiment of an electromagnetic
driver, leaf 340 may include coil 350 made from windings
348 (FIG. 18). Control computer 210 receives signals from
encoder 360/330 depending upon the specific position sys-
tem used. In some embodiments, the signals may indicate
position data captured by position encoder 330. Control
computer 210 processes the received signals and determines
whether leaf 340 is at a desired position. If the position of
leaf 340 needs to be changed, control computer 210 signals
driver 320 to change the position of the leaf Control com-
puter 210 may also provide control signals to drive a
magnetic field generated by coil 350. In some embodiments,
control computer 210 may control the strength, activate or
deactivate the magnetic field of coil 350 by adjusting current
flowing through the coils. Additional details of magnetic
drive and control are described herein with regard to FIGS.
20 and 21A-21C. In one alternative embodiment, the posi-
tion encoder 330 on the leaf and the guide mounted encoder
360 are both fed into the control loop to more precisely
control the motion of the leaf position. In one alternative
embodiment, the position encoder 330 on the leaf and the
guide mounted encoder 360 can be compared against each
other as a form of secondary positional verification. In still
another alternative embodiment, the controller could use
current torque applied as a control input for leaf position
control.

Referring to FIGS. 15 and 22, driver 320 may receive a
signal from control computer 210 to provide a current to
coils 350 from electrical drive connector 605 (FIGS. 7 and
15). The current results in a magnetic field generated by coils
350. The magnetic field generated by coils 350 acts in
concert with the permanent magnets 392 on either side of
driving portion 341 within the magnetic drive module 400 to
produce controlled leaf movement. Permanent magnets 392
may be arranged parallel to the coils 350. In some embodi-
ments, permanent magnet 392 in magnetic drive module 400
may be at least twice the length of the coils 350 so that the
magnet may apply relatively constant driving force to driv-
ing portion 341. Whatever the length of magnetic drive
module 400, the number of coils adjacent to permanent
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magnets 392 preferably remains approximately constant so
as to apply an approximately constant force to driving
portion 341 for any given current and magnetic strength.
Coils 350 may extend at least as long as a leaf so that it is
controllable to the full leaf width. The coil length or the
number of coils is influenced by the amount of desired leaf
travel and desired force to move the leaf. The depicted
embodiment shows a preferred nine coils, but the number of
coils can be selected based on particular needs, for example
three or six coils may be used. The skilled artisan will
consider many factors, the power input required to move the
leaves, and heat dissipation to name two, when selecting the
number of coils and the length of the permanent magnets.
For example, if a 6 cm leaf travel is desired, then the
stationary magnets should be 6+ cm in length (the extra
provided for margin), and the space occupied by the coils
would preferably be twice that length, or 12+ cm to insure
it always engages with the magnet through the entire leaf
motion. The coil height is preferably as high as space will
permit to make the motor more powerful or efficient. The
magnetic fields from the coils and permanent magnet may
result in movement of leaf 340 within a magnet and the leaf
guide tracks to change the shape and size of the collimated
opening aperture (See FIG. 11). A first magnetic field may be
generated by a permanent magnet made of a material such
as neodymium or other high density strong permanent
magnet. The strength of the magnetic fields from the coils
and the permanent magnets may be constant as the leaf is
driven through the guides. In the preferred leaf embodi-
ments, the coils are potted to the leaf with a material selected
for its thermal, mechanical and environmental properties.
Table 1 below provides some estimated specifications for 3,
6 and 9 coil embodiments of a leaf design, where the 9 leaf
embodiment is estimated to move at least approximately 1
m/s with an acceleration of approximately 80 m/s* (a trap-
ezoidal acceleration rate with a peak velocity of approxi-
mately 2 m/s in approximately 0.25 ms).

TABLE 1

3 Coil 6 Coil 9 Coil
Total Moving 362.25 374.07 385.8
Mass (gr)
Accel Force Req’d 28.98 29.93 30.85
™)
Req’d Current 5.91 3.05 2.10
(amps)
I R Heating 287 153 108
(watts) (28.7 @10% 15.3 (@10% (10.8 @10%

Duty) Duty) Duty)
Req’d Voltage 48.63 50.25 51.7

(cold R)

FIG. 16 is a side view of an exemplary leaf. A leaf 340
may include driving portion 341 and blocking portion 342.
Driving portion 341 includes proximal end connected to
blocking portion 342 and distal portion 346. Driving portion
can have any suitable dimensions, but preferably is approxi-
mately 135 mmx35 mm. In this illustrative embodiment,
driving portion 341 may also include a plurality of windings
348 to form coils 350. When current is applied to these coils,
for example by electrical drive connector 605 (FIGS. 7 and
22), the interaction between these coils and the flux density
created by the stationary magnets produces a force in the
direction of motion desired. Coils 350 may be constructed
from a conductive material, such as AWG copper wire. The
diameter of the wire and the number of turns may be based
on the amount of desired torque among other properties, for
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example, as will be appreciated by the skilled artisan.
Alternatively, the skilled artisan will appreciate that the coils
can be in the place of the permanent magnets and remain
stationary relative to the leaf, and the permanent magnets
may be on board and move with the leaf.

Blocking portion 342 is sized and shaped to move within
guide structure 300 (see e.g., FIGS. 12 and 13A). In one
aspect, blocking portion 342 may be a composite structure
made from different materials. In this embodiment, blocking
portions 342 include first portion 370 and second portion
380. First portion 370 is preferably made from a radio
opaque material such as tungsten or alloy thereof and forms
all or nearly all of blocking portion 342. Second portion 380
(the portion not intended to block radiation, but rather move
through the leaf guiding structure or motor support areas) is
preferably made from a lighter or less dense material to
minimize leaf mass (including without limitation aluminum
or stainless steel), reduce friction and facilitate ease of leaf
acceleration and deceleration.

FIG. 17 is a perspective view of an exemplary pair of
leaves 340 as would be oriented in the magnetic drive and
leaf guide structures of the MLC of FIG. 12. Blocking
portion 342 is sized and shaped to move within guide
structure 300. Guide rails 342A and 342B on each side of the
blocking portion 342 are adapted and configured for sliding
cooperation with channels 322 in leaf guide 300.

FIG. 18 is a cross-sectional view of leaf 340 having a
tapered cross section resulting in varying thicknesses of
blocking portion 342 and driving portion 341. In this view
one coil 350 made of coil windings 348 is shown within
driving section 341. Due to the tapered cross section shape
of the leaf, windings 348 have the same number of turns but
are arranged to accommodate the available space.

FIG. 19 illustrates an exemplary discrete binary MLC leaf
arrangement. A collimated field 1040 having a center line
1030 is provided by a pair of jaws or other collimator device
(see FIG. 3). In the illustrative embodiment, two leaves form
a complementary leaf pair for shaping and modulation of the
collimated field 1040. For example, leaves 1010 and 1011
are one leaf pair. Leaves 1018, 1019 are another and leaves
1024, 1025 still another. Each leaf in each pair may be
positioned anywhere within field 1040. The inner edges of
each leaf within a leaf pair face each other and may create
an opening, the collection of openings formed by each leaf
pair forms aperture 1050. Aperture 1050 corresponds to an
aperture of FIG. 11 previously described and is set according
to a treatment plan. Following the method 500 (FIG. 6) an
aperture 1050 is determined prior to administering radiation
therapy to a patient in the treatment planning process, and
occurs at a particular point during delivery of the treatment
plan. Aperture 1050 may change according to a number of
factors, such as for example, the three dimensional shape of
the treatment area, intensity modulation, fluence, and beam-
lets within a treatment volume as described above. Embodi-
ments of the highly responsive MLCs described herein
achieve volume and intensity modulation alone or in simul-
taneous combination by providing snap state control.

FIG. 20 is an exemplary method for using an electromag-
netically driven discrete binary MLC (i.e., eMLC). The
MLC is controlled as described above in the method 500 of
FIG. 6 with appropriate electromagnetic drive signals used
to move or hold each leaf in position depending upon the
specific implementation of an electromagnetic drive system.
The method steps described in FIG. 6 at steps 530, 535, 540
and 545 are thus met by providing drive, control and hold
signals as needed to control leaf movement.
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FIG. 20 illustrates an exemplary method for delivering
radiation therapy utilizing an electromagnetic multileaf col-
limator (eMLC). Radiation treatment for delivering a dose
for a current treatment plan is initiated in accordance with a
treatment plan. At any particular point in delivery of a
treatment plan the state of the eMLC is obtained from the
treatment plan. It is determined whether the present state of
the eMLC matches the desired state. If yes, the treatment
proceeds until the next point within the treatment plan where
the same question is asked again. If the present state of the
eMLC is not the same as the desired or planned state, then
appropriate signals are sent to controller to snap the appro-
priate leaves to a different position to achieve the desired
state. This desired state is maintained until the next point in
the treatment plan, where a determination is made whether
the present state of the eMLC is the desired state. If the state
of an eMLC will be changed, in accordance with the
treatment plan, then magnetic field control signals are pro-
vided to snap the appropriate leaves to the desired position
to achieve the desired state. With reference to FIG. 15, the
magnetic field control signals are initially sent by control
computer 210 to driver 320. Driver 320 receives the control
signals and provides a current to one or more coils to create
a magnetic field in the particular coils of the involved leaf.
The magnetic field generated by the coils cooperates with a
magnetic field of the permanent magnets proximate to the
coils and leafs to move the leaves in a desired direction.
Optionally, the process repeats for leaves in the MLC.

FIG. 20 illustrates an exemplary method 1200 for posi-
tioning a leaf using the electromagnetic control system 401
described herein. The steps shown are part of an overall
MLC and treatment plan as described above in FIG. 6 and
method 500. The method 1200 corresponds to decisions
made in method 500 to move a leaf using an electromagnetic
MLC control scheme (see FIG. 6). A desired leaf position is
determined based on, for example and without limitation,
gantry position, patient position, or desired fluence map
according to a treatment plan as in steps 510, 520 above.

The current leaf position and desired leaf position for field
shaping are compared at step 1220. The comparison is used
to answer the question “leaf in position?” asked in step 530
of the method 500 (see FIG. 6). The current leaf position for
each leaf may be determined by signals provided by a flex
circuit and encoder read head to control computer (FIGS. 8
and 15, for example). The desired location for each leaf may
be determined as discussed with respect to steps 510, 520
above. A determination is made at step 1230 as to whether
a leaf should be moved. A leaf is moved if the current
position of the leaf does not satisfy the desired position of
the leaf. If the leaf does not need to be moved, the process
continues to step 1280 where remaining leaves are moved if
needed.

If the leaf does need to be moved, a current is applied to
the leaf coil at step 1240. The current is applied by driver
320 of FIG. 15 which receives control signals from control
computer 210 (see FIGS. 3 and 4). The current applied to the
leaf may vary. At first, the current may ramp up to a level
required to initiate movement of the leaf and overcome
friction between the leaf and any object in contact with the
leaf while at rest.

A determination is made as to whether the leaf is near the
desired position at step 1250. As current is applied to the leaf
coil and the leaf changes position, the leaf position may be
detected by a flex circuit and encoder read head. A leaf
position “near the desired position” may be a position at
which a braking current may be applied to slow down
movement of the leaf such that it will stop at the desired
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position, preferably within approximately +10 microns of
the desired position. A braking current may comprise reduc-
ing current to the coils thereby reducing the magnetic field
of'the coils which will reduce the amount of force exerted on
the driving portion, and friction will act to reduce the leaf
speed. Alternatively, the current to the coils may be reversed
in one or more of the coils to create an opposite magnetic
field which acting in cooperation with the permanent mag-
netic field will act as a braking force in combination with
friction. Alternatively a physical braking force in addition to
normal friction from the guides could be applied. The skilled
artisan will appreciate that many different forms of a braking
force could be applied without deviating from the scope of
the present invention, and that these are but a few examples.
The point at which a braking force is applied, as will be
appreciated by the skilled artisan, will depend on the system
configuration and that of the control system dynamics, and
if the detected position is not at the position where braking
is to be applied, the method returns to step 1240. If the
detected position is near the desired braking position, a
braking current may be applied to the leaf coil at step 1260
such that the leaf will stop motion within approximately £10
microns of the desired position.

A determination is made at step 1270 as to whether the
leaf is at the desired position. If the leaf is not at the desired
position, the method 1200 of FIG. 20 returns to step 1260
where braking current is applied to the coil (alternatively to
apply greater or lesser braking force (as applicable)) in the
event the leaf has continued motion, or to 1240 to initiate or
accelerate leaf motion in the proper direction, if the leaf is
not in motion or not moving quickly enough. If the leaf is at
the desired position, the position change for the current leaf
is complete and the remaining leaf positions are changed if
needed (step 1280). It will be appreciated that the method of
FIG. 20 may apply to moving leaves in parallel as well as
serially. Thereafter, adjusting the state of the eMLC pro-
ceeds according to the steps 555 and 560 for additional
sequences, fractions of fluence maps according to the
method 500.

FIGS. 21A, 21B and 21C illustrate representative drive
current schemes for various leaf positioning scenarios used
in an electromagnetically actuated multi-leaf collimator.

FIG. 21A illustrates a current pulse for a high power burst
mode. This control mode will be described in conjunction
with the leaf movement methods of FIG. 20. In this mode,
the leaf control system is driven so as to move a leaf from
one position to another as rapidly as possible. In this mode
of'leaf action, the system may apply maximum drive current
in a short pulse based on time rather than position. In one
aspect of this scheme, the leaf drive system may operate in
an open loop scheme driving current without regard to input
from positions sensors. In terms of the leaf positioning
method in FIG. 20, if the state of the eMLC collimator needs
to be changed these high current pulses may be considered
part of either driving, braking or holding a leaf of an eMLC.
In other words, in the high pulse rapid movement mode, the
drive control signals move a leaf a rapidly as possible.

Returning to FIG. 21A, this drive current profile also
illustrates how the system is able to provide a peak drive
current that is many times greater than the mean drive
current (x). In one aspect, the peak drive current in the leaf
control system is 50 times, 75 times or even 100 times the
mean drive current X. In contrast, conventional systems
operate with a peak current that is only about 2 times the
mean peak current.

FIG. 21B illustrates an exemplary drive control scheme
for precise movement during leaf positioning that will be
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described in conjunction with the leaf movement methods of
FIG. 20. This control scheme may be used to achieve the
positioning and braking described in FIG. 20. The process of
applying a current to a leaf (step 1240) will vary as the
position feedback system indicates the leaf is in motion, at
the desired movement (e.g., accelerating, steady state veloc-
ity, decelerating) or holding a desired position (i.e., no
movement). The current demands for a leaf in these different
states are different. For example, during the hold phase, the
leaf control system provides a hold current to maintain the
leaf position. The “hold phase” current level would likely be
different from that needed to accelerate or maintain the
velocity of a leaf. This process may include many cycles of
steps 1230, 1240 and 1250 on a very small scale depending
upon the precision of the positioning system and the desired
degree of positioning accuracy during the hold step.

FIG. 21C illustrates the use of the drive currents as a
secondary position sensor. This figure illustrates the phase
current drive (lower graph) used as a predictor for position
(upper graph). In this way, phase current used to drive a leaf
may be checked within the position control system as a
secondary positioning indicator to the leaf position indicator
(i.e., leaf position encoders or other positioning system used
by the system—see FIGS. 13 and 22).

FIG. 22 is an isometric view of an exemplary leaf driver
circuit positioned between the magnet guide module 400 and
the leaf support module 303 of FIG. 7. The power drive
module 600 includes a drive connector 605 with a flex
connector 610 extending into sliding electrical contact with
a power connector or power pick up 615 on a leaf 340. The
power pick up 615 provides current to the windings 348 of
the one or more coils 350 via electrical connectors on the
leaf driving portion 341. Power may be provided to the coils
by a brushed type connection or a flexible circuit with either
direct wiring from the flex to the coils or with some
intermediate connector, which will be appreciated by the
skilled artisan.

As the specific examples of FIGS. 21A and 21B illustrate,
embodiments of the highly responsive leaf control system
are adapted and configured to provide individual leaf posi-
tioning solutions to provide both IMRT and, if needed,
VMRT position solutions alone or in combination on a leaf
by leaf basis. As a result, the magnetically actuated MLC, in
accordance with embodiments of the present invention (the
eMLC being one such embodiment), enables new treatment
approaches with improved conformality and speed of deliv-
ery.
FIG. 23A illustrates a radiation therapy treatment system
10 that can provide radiation therapy to a patient 14 utilizing
MLCs in accordance with embodiments of the present
invention. The radiation therapy treatment system 10
includes a gantry 18. Gantry 18 can support radiation
module 22, which can include radiation source 24 and linear
accelerator 26 operable to generate beam 30 of radiation.
Though gantry 18 shown in the drawings is a ring gantry,
i.e., it extends through a full 360° arc to create a complete
ring or circle, other types of mounting arrangements may
also be employed. For example, a non-ring-shaped gantry,
such as a C-type, partial ring gantry, or robotic arm could be
used. Any other framework capable of positioning radiation
module 22 at various rotational and/or axial positions rela-
tive to patient 14 may also be employed. In addition,
radiation source 24 may travel in a path that does not follow
the shape of gantry 18. For example, radiation source 24
may travel in a non-circular path even though the illustrated
gantry 18 is generally circular-shaped. The radiation therapy
treatment can include photon-based radiation therapy,
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brachytherapy, electron beam therapy, proton, neutron, or
particle therapy, or other types of treatment therapy. Radia-
tion module 22 can also include modulation system 200
operable to modify or modulate radiation beam 30. Modu-
lation device 200 provides the modulation of the radiation
beam 30 and directs radiation beam 30 toward patient 14.
Specifically, radiation beam 30 is directed toward a portion
of the patient. The radiation modulation system in accor-
dance with embodiments of the present invention is
described in more detail above.

Modulation device 34 can include collimation device 42,
as illustrated in FIG. 3 and FIGS. 7-19. Collimation device
42 includes a set of jaws 46 that alone or in combination with
the primary collimator defines and adjusts the size of aper-
ture 50 through which radiation beam 30 may pass to
provide primary collimation. Jaws 46 include upper jaw 54
and lower jaw 58. Upper jaw 54 and lower jaw 58 are
moveable to adjust the size of aperture 50.

FIG. 23B illustrates an embodiment of a radiation system
700 having a radiation source and modulation device
mounted on a robotic arm. The radiation system 700 is
similar to the radiation system 10 described herein. FIG.
23B includes a radiation module 720 similar to radiation
module 22 including, for example, a linear accelerator and
an embodiment of the modulation device is mounted on a
robotic arm 746. The robotic arm 746 moves with 6 axes of
motion under control of the computer controller 74 to
position the radiation source 720 freely and in 6 degrees of
freedom about the patient’s body, up or down, longitudinally
along the patient or laterally along the patient. Also shown
are a pair of in room diagnostic imaging devices 730, 732
that direct one or more imaging beams 726, 732 towards the
patient 14 and appropriate image receivers 734, 736. Radia-
tion systems similar to those illustrated in FIG. 23B are
commercially available from Accuray, Incorporated of
Sunnyvale, Calif. under the Cyber Knife® product line.
Additional details of this type of radiation treatment system
are described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,207,223, issued May 4,
1993, titled “APPARATUS FOR AND METHOD OF PER-
FORMING STEREOTAXIC SURGERY,” by John R.
Adler; U.S. Pat. No. 5,430,308, issued Jul. 4, 1995, titled
“3-DIMENSIONAL RADIATION DOSIMETER,” by
Feichtner et al.; U.S. Pat. No. 7,046,765 B2, issued May 16,
2006, titled “RADIOSURGERY X-RAY SYSTEM WITH
COLLISION AVOIDANCE SUBSYSTEM,” by Wong et
al.; U.S. Pat. No. 7,266,176 B2, issued Sep. 4, 2007, titled
“WORKSPACE OPTIMIZATION FOR RADIATION
TREATMENT DELIVERY SYSTEM,” by Allison et al; and
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/824,080, filed Jun. 29,
2007, titled “ROBOTIC ARM FOR A RADIATION
TREATMENT SYSTEM,” to Kuduvalli et al., now Publi-
cation No. US-2009-0003975-A1, published Jan. 1, 2009.

In FIGS. 24-25, computer 74 includes an operating sys-
tem for running various software programs and/or a com-
munications application. In particular, computer 74 can
include software program(s) 90 that operates to communi-
cate with radiation therapy treatment system 10. Computer
74 can include typical hardware such as a processor, 1/O
interfaces, and storage devices or memory, keyboard,
mouse, monitor. Computer 74 can be networked with other
computers and radiation therapy treatment systems 10. The
other computers may include additional and/or different
computer programs and software and are not required to be
identical to the computer 74, described herein. Computer(s)
74 and radiation therapy treatment system 10 can commu-
nicate with network 94 (FIG. 24). Computer(s) 74 and
radiation therapy treatment system 10 can also communicate
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with database(s) 98 and server(s) 102. It is noted that the
software program(s) 90 could also reside on the server(s)
102. Communication between the computers and systems
shown in FIG. 24 can also occur through the digital imaging
and communications in medicine (DICOM) protocol with
any version and/or other required protocol. DICOM is an
international communications standard developed by
NEMA that defines the format used to transfer medical
image-related data between different pieces of medical
equipment. DICOM RT refers to the standards that are
specific to radiation therapy data.

FIG. 25 is a schematic illustration of software program
90. Software program 90 includes a plurality of modules that
communicate with one another to perform functions of the
radiation therapy treatment process. The various modules
are adapted to communicate with one another to plan and
deliver radiation therapy to patient 14.

Software program 90 includes treatment plan module 106
operable to generate a treatment plan for patient 14 based on
data input to system 10 by medical personnel, as previously
described. The data includes one or more images (e.g.,
planning images and/or pre-treatment images) of at least a
portion of patient 14. Treatment plan module 106 separates
the treatment into a plurality of fractions and determines the
radiation dose for each fraction or treatment based on the
input from medical personnel. Treatment plan module 106
also determines the expected radiation dose for target 38 and
surrounding critical structures based on contours drawn by
the planner. Multiple targets 38 may be present and included
in the same treatment plan.

Software program 90 also includes patient positioning
module 110 operable to position and align patient 14 with
respect to the isocenter of the gantry 18 or other reference
for a particular treatment fraction based on a registration of
an on-line CT image (preferably an MVCT image) with the
planning CT image, commonly referred to as patient setup.
It will be appreciated other patient setup procedures are well
within common knowledge of the skilled artisan. The image
registration provides offsets to the patient positioning mod-
ule 110, which instructs drive system 86 to move couch 82
to align the patient relative to the treatment delivery system
prior to treatment delivery, alternatively patient 14 can be
manually moved to a new position or couch 82 can be
manually adjusted. Patient positioning module 110 may also
control movement of couch 82 during treatment in accor-
dance with the treatment plan. In a robotically mounted
system the offsets may be used to direct the robot to deliver
radiation to the desired location within the patient, as is well
known by the skilled artisan.

Software program 90 can also include image module 114
operable to acquire the on-line images of patient 14. Image
module 114 can instruct the on-board image device, such as
a CT imaging device, to acquire images of patient 14 before
treatment commences, during treatment, and after treatment
according to desired protocols. Other imaging devices may
be used to acquire pre-treatment images of patient 14, such
as non-quantitative CT, MRI, PET, SPECT, ultrasound,
transmission imaging, fluoroscopy, RF-based localization,
and the like. The acquired images can be used for registra-
tion of patient 14.

Software program 90 can also include treatment plan
module 106 and treatment optimization module 118; pref-
erably these two modules are included as a software product,
the output of which is an optimized treatment plan for a
patient that is ultimately approved by clinical professionals
and provides direction to the treatment delivery system for
delivering radiation to a patient. Treatment delivery module
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122 uses the treatment plan as an input to control and guide
delivery of radiation to the patient. As previously described,
the treatment plan will include, but is not limited to, pro-
viding leaf positions, jaw positions, gantry angles and angu-
lar speed, and couch speed.

Referring again to FIG. 23 A, radiation therapy treatment
system 10 can also include detector 78, e.g., a kilovoltage or
a megavoltage detector, operable to receive radiation beam
30. Linear accelerator 26 and detector 78 can also operate as
a computed tomography (CT) system to generate CT images
of patient 14. Linear accelerator 26 emits radiation beam 30
toward target 38 in patient 14. Target 38 and surrounding
tissues absorb or attenuate some of the radiation. Detector 78
detects or measures the amount of radiation absorbed from
different angles as linear accelerator 26 rotates around,
which information is processed or reconstructed to generate
images, preferably 3D CT images as is known in the art, of
the patient’s body tissues and organs. The images can also
illustrate bone, soft tissues, and blood vessels. The CT
images can be acquired with linear accelerator 26 delivering
megavoltage energies or kilovoltage energies. Alternative
gantry systems may permit acquisition of cone beam CT
images. As will be appreciated by the skilled artisan, other
sources of diagnostic x-ray energies (typically Kv energies)
can be located on the gantry and be separate from the My
therapeutic source.

Radiation therapy treatment system 10 can also include a
patient support, such as couch 82 (illustrated in FIG. 23A),
which supports patient 14. Couch 82 moves along at least
one axis 84 in the x, y, or z directions, but may also include
the ability to control pitch, roll and yaw. As described
previously, the control systems can control couch velocity in
accordance with the treatment plan and to achieve the
desired intensity modulation. Patient support systems are
well known in art and will not be further described here.

Various features and advantages of the invention are set
forth in the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A multi leaf collimator (MLC) comprising:

a plurality of leaves having a length of travel, wherein
each leaf comprises:

a blocking portion having a length . and a width W and
being radio opaque, the blocking portion configured
to block treatment level radiation,

a drive portion having a length L' and a width W', the
drive portion connected to the blocking portion, the
drive portion including a recessed portion, and

a conductive coil operatively connected to an electrical
current source, wherein

the conductive coil is positioned in the recessed portion
and fixed to the drive portion along at least a portion of
length L', and wherein electrical current passing
through the conductive coil generates a first magnetic
field;
a leaf guide configured to support the plurality of leaves;
and
a plurality of stationary magnets, each magnet positioned
adjacent to the drive portion of at least one leaf,
wherein each stationary magnet has a second magnetic
field configured to operate in conjunction with the first
magnetic field to exert a force on the drive portion.
2. The MLC of claim 1, wherein the MLC comprises a
first bank including the plurality of leaves and a second bank
including the plurality of leaves.
3. The MLC of claim 1, further comprising a first leaf
position encoder.
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4. The MLC of claim 3, further comprising a second leaf
position encoder.

5. The MLC of claim 1, wherein the width W of the
blocking portion is greater than the width W of the drive
portion.

6. The MLC of claim 5, wherein the length of each of the
plurality of stationary magnets (L") is selected such that the
number of coils adjacent to the plurality of stationary
magnets at any given time during leaf motion remains
approximately constant.

7. A multi leaf collimator (ML.C) comprising:

a plurality of leaves having a length of travel, wherein

each leaf comprises:

a blocking portion having a length . and a width W and
being radio opaque, the blocking portion configured
to block treatment level radiation,

a drive portion having a length L' and a width W', the
drive portion connected to the blocking portion, and

a conductive coil operatively connected to an electrical
current source, wherein the conductive coil is fixed
to the drive portion along at least a portion of length
L', and wherein electrical current passing through the
conductive coil generates a first magnetic field;

a leaf guide configured to support the plurality of leaves;

a plurality of stationary magnets, each magnet positioned

adjacent to the drive portion of at least one leaf,

wherein each stationary magnet has a second magnetic
field configured to operate in conjunction with the first
magnetic field to exert a force on the drive portion;
a magnetic drive module, the magnetic drive module includ-
ing:

an upper portion having the drive portion of a first subset

of the plurality of leaves extending therein and a first
subset of the plurality of stationary magnets, wherein
each stationary magnet of the first subset is positioned
on either side of the drive portion of the first subset of
the plurality of leaves;

a lower portion having the drive portion of a second

subset of the plurality of leaves extending therein and

a second subset of the plurality of stationary magnets,

wherein each stationary magnet of the second subset is

positioned on either side of the drive portion of the
second subset of the plurality of leaves;

wherein the first subset of stationary magnets in the upper

portion are horizontally offset from the second subset

of stationary magnets in the lower portion; and

wherein the drive portion in the first subset and second
subset of the plurality of leaves is alternatingly located
in the upper portion and the lower portion for each
adjacent leaf.

8. The MLC of claim 7, wherein the first subset of
stationary magnets in the upper portion are horizontally
offset from the second subset of stationary magnets in the
lower portion by approximately a thickness of one leaf.

9. A system for collimating a therapeutic radiation beam,
the system comprising:

a multi leaf collimator (MLC) comprising:

a plurality of leaves having a length of travel, wherein
each leaf comprises
a blocking portion having a length L. and a width W

and being radio opaque, the blocking portion
configured to block treatment level radiation,

a drive portion having a length ' and a width W', the
drive portion connected to the blocking portion,
the drive portion including a recessed portion, and

a conductive coil operatively connected to an elec-
trical current source, wherein the coil is positioned
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in the recessed portion and fixed to the drive
portion along at least a portion of the length L',
and wherein electrical current passing through the
coil generates a first magnetic field;
a leaf guide configured to support the plurality of
leaves; and
a plurality of stationary magnets, each magnet posi-
tioned adjacent to the drive portion of at least one
leaf, wherein each stationary magnet has a second
magnetic field configured to operate in conjunction
with the first magnetic field to exert a force on the
drive portion; and
a driver component, wherein the driver component directs
electrical current to the coil, thereby causing movement
of the plurality of leaves to desired states.
10. A method for collimating a radiation beam with a
multi leaf collimator (MLC), the method comprising:
determining a desired state for a leaf of the ML.C, wherein
the leaf is configured to block treatment level radiation;

activating a magnetic field of a conductive coil positioned
in a recessed portion of the leaf, the leaf having a length
of travel;

if the leaf is not in the desired state, modifying the

magnetic field of the conductive coil to interact with a
second magnetic field and result in a force on the leaf
causing the leaf to move; and

stopping the leaf at the desired state anywhere along the

length of travel.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the leaf moves at a
speed of at least 50 cm/s.

12. The method of claim 10 further comprising:

wherein modifying the magnetic field of the conductive

coil when the leaf is not in the desired state includes
applying an electrical current to the conductive coil
residing within a driving portion of the leaf to generate
a first magnetic field, wherein the first magnetic field
operates in conjunction with the second magnetic field
of stationary magnets on either side of the driving
portion resulting in the force on the driving portion
causing the leaf to move.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein stopping the leaf at
the desired state comprises applying a braking force by
modifying the electrical current to the conductive coil such
that the first magnetic field operates in conjunction with the
second magnetic field resulting in a braking force to the
driving portion of the leaf.

14. The method of claim 10, wherein the radiation beam
comprises one of photons, protons, and other ions.

15. A multi leaf collimator (MLC) comprising:

a plurality of leaves having a length of travel, wherein

each leaf comprises

a blocking portion having a length L and a width W,
wherein the blocking portion is radio opaque and
configured to block treatment level radiation; and

a drive portion having a length L' and a width W', the
drive portion connected to the blocking portion, the
drive portion including a recessed portion, and

a conductive coil operatively connected to an electrical
current source, the conductive coil positioned in the
recessed portion and fixed to the drive portion along
at least a portion of length L'; and

wherein at least one of the leaves is capable of moving at

a speed of at least 50 cm/s and stopping at a position
anywhere along the length of travel.

16. The MLC of claim 15, wherein at least one of the
leaves is capable of stopping anywhere along the length of
travel to within 100 microns or less of a desired position.
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17. A multi leaf collimator (MLC) comprising:

a plurality of leaves having a length of travel, wherein
each leaf comprises
a blocking portion having a length [ and a width W,
wherein the blocking portion is radio opaque and
configured to block treatment level radiation; and
a drive portion having a length L' and a width W', the
drive portion connected to the blocking portion;
wherein at least one of the leaves is capable of moving at
a speed of at least 50 cm/s and stopping at a position
anywhere along the length of travel;
aplurality of conductive coils operatively connected to an
electrical current source, wherein each of the conduc-
tive coils is fixed to the drive portion of one of the
leaves along at least a portion of length L', and wherein
electrical current passing through the conductive coils
generates a first magnetic field;
a leaf guide configured to support the plurality of leaves;
and

a plurality of stationary magnets positioned adjacent to
the drive portion, wherein each stationary magnet has
a second magnetic field configured to operate in con-
junction with the first magnetic field to exert a force on
the drive portion.
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18. The MLC of claim 17, wherein each of the plurality
of stationary magnets is positioned one on either side of the
drive portion.

19. A multi leaf collimator (MLC) comprising:

a plurality of leaves having a length of travel, wherein

each leaf comprises:

a blocking portion having a length . and a width W and
being radio opaque, the blocking portion configured
to block treatment level radiation,

a drive portion having a length L' and a width W', the
drive portion including a recessed portion and con-
nected to the blocking portion, and

a permanent magnet positioned in the recessed portion
of the drive portion;

a leaf guide configured to support the plurality of leaves;

and

a plurality of conductive coils, at least one coil positioned

between adjacent leaves and connected to an electrical
current source to generate a first magnetic field when
current passes through the at least one coil that interacts
with a second magnetic field generated by the magnet
to exert a force on the drive portion.

20. The MLC of claim 19, wherein the width W of the
blocking portion is greater than the width W' of the drive
portion.



